
Passover Week

There seems to be a lot of confusion about the events of Passover. So, here is a schedule of 
what happened, comparing the Old Testament activities with their fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 
Please remember that the Hebrew calendar was based on the moon, and a day started at 
sunset, not midnight!


New Testament Old Testament

Day 1 - 11 Nissan (Sunday)

• Jesus rides into Jerusalem and is hailed as 
King – Matthew 21:1-11

• Jesus cleansed the temple – Matthew 21:12-13
• Jesus healed the sick – Matthew 21:14-16

By this time, nine (9) of the plagues had already 
pressed hard on Egypt, but Pharaoh would not let 
the Israelites go. The Passover lamb was brought 
into the home to live with the family for 4 days.

Day 2 - 12 Nissan (Monday)

• After sunset, Jesus went back to Bethany 
(about 2 miles east of Jerusalem on the east 
slope of Olivet)

• In the morning He cursed the fig tree. Mark 
11:12-14

• The rest of the day was spent in the temple 
teaching:

• The authority of Jesus – Matthew 21:23-27
• The two sons – Matthew 21:28-32
• The wicked tenants – Matthew 21:33-46
• The marriage feast – Matthew 22:1-14
• The tax question – Matthew 22:15-22
• The resurrection – Matthew 22:23-33
• The great commandment – Matthew 22: 34-40
• About David’s son – Matthew 22:41-46
• Woes against the Pharisees – Matthew 

23:1-36
• Leaving the temple, Jesus outlined the future – 

Matthew 24:1-39
• The ten virgins – Matthew 25:1-13
• The talents – Matthew 25:14-30
• The coming judgment – Matthew 25:31-46
• Then, Judas contacts the authorities – Matthew 

26:14-16

The Passover lamb was living in the home…no 
doubt causing some trouble!

Day 3 - 13 Nissan (Tuesday)

• Jesus did not do any public teaching this day.
• The withered fig tree – Mark 11:20-26
• Back to Jerusalem for the Passover meal – 

Matthew 26:17-19
• The disciples got everything ready for 

Passover (Matt 26:17-19 and Luke 22:13-20).

The Passover lamb was living in the home…but 
this was the Preparation Day, to get everything 
ready for the Passover meal.

Day 4 - 14 Nissan (Wednesday) People still worried on this day
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• After sunset, Jesus ate the Passover meal with 
the disciples – Luke 22:13-20

• Jesus exposed Judas – Matthew 26:21-25
• Praying in the garden at Gethsemane – 

Matthew 26:30-36
• The battle intensified for Jesus – Matthew 

26:37-46
• During the night Jesus was arrested – Matthew 

26:47-56
• Jesus was taken to the court of the Jews for 

“inspection” – Matthew 26:57-68
• The denial of Peter – Matthew 26:69-75
• At about 6:00 A.M. Jesus was taken to Pilate 

for “inspection” – Matthew 27:1-2
• Judas commits suicide – Matthew 27:3-10
• Jesus is “inspected” in the Roman court, and 

was found “pure” (no fault is in Him) – Matthew 
27:11-25

• Jesus was sentenced and scourged – Matthew 
27:26-32

• At about 12:00 PM, Jesus was crucified – 
Matthew 27:33-45

• Jesus declares, “It is finished!” – John 19:30
• At about 3:00 PM, Jesus died on the cross – 

Matthew 27:46-51
• Jesus was buried – Matthew 27:57-60

After sunset, the lamb was slaughtered and eaten 
by the Hebrews while the Death Angel (10th 
plague) killed the first-born of all the nation of 
Egypt, and the livestock also “…for there was not 
a house where there was not one dead.” Pharaoh 
then called for Moses and Aaron and said “Rise up 
get out from among my people, both you and the 
Israelites, and go serve the Lord, as you said” 
(Exodus 12:31). Then the people began their first 
short journey away from Egypt…first to Etham on 
the edge of the wilderness, then to Pi-hathiroth on 
the shores of the Red Sea.

Day 5 - 15 Nissan (Thursday) - Feast of Unleavened Bread and High Sabbath

Jesus kept this High Sabbath perfectly, as He was 
in the grave (at rest).

This is the day of celebration of the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread and also known as the High 
Sabbath (John 19:31). This is not to be confused 
with the regular Sabbath (Saturday). The high 
Sabbath was a holy day for the Jews and no work 
could be done on this day. All roads and bridges 
leading to Jerusalem had been cleaned the day 
before from garbage and the corpses of dead 
animals were removed. Furthermore, all graves 
had been whitewashed so that the pilgrims coming 
to Jerusalem would not be defiled. This was the 
reason the Jewish leadership did not want to have 
anyone hanging on a cross on the high Sabbath.

Day 6 - 16 Nissan (Friday) - “The Morrow After”

Jesus was in the grave (at rest). This day was called “the Morrow After” the high 
Sabbath, and was the day of cutting the barley 
sheaves…the first grain of the harvest…from 
which the First Fruits sacrifice would come.

Day 7 - 17 Nissan (Saturday) - regular Sabbath

New Testament Old Testament
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Jesus was in the grave 3 days and 3 nights 
(Thursday the high Sabbath, Friday, and the 
Saturday Sabbath) – Matthew 12:38-40 . He is the 
only one to ever completely keep the Sabbaths, 
as He was in the GRAVE!

The Israelites were homeless, and did nothing 
except follow the cloud (God) by day and the fire 
by night…they were “in the grave”. By the third 
day, they were camped at the edge of the Red 
Sea…looking forward to the new home God 
promised to give them.

Day 8 - 18 Nissan (Easter Sunday) - Feast of First Fruits

• During the night, Jesus overcame death and 
was resurrected from the dead – Matthew 
28:1-10

• The day of First Fruits. Jesus arose as the First 
Fruit of the barley harvest, the poorest of the 
grains (barley)!!

During the night, the Israelites crossed the Red 
Sea on dry ground (Exodus 14:20) to a new life, 
while Pharaoh and his army (the “death King” and 
his “army of death”) pursued and drowned in the 
Red Sea.

After the Resurrection until the Ascension (40 days)

Jesus stayed on the earth for 40 days – telling us 
to follow Him and the Holy Spirit – Acts 1:1-3

The Israelites wandered in the desert for 40 years, 
finally being admitted to the Promised Land with 
Joshua (Jesus) and Caleb (the Holy Spirit) in the 
lead. Moses (the Law-Giver) died before they 
entered.

New Testament Old Testament
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Balad of the Four Sons

This is definitely not part of a normal 
Haggadah…but it gets the point across (to 
the tune of "Oh My Darling Clementine”):

Said the father to his children, 
"At the Seder you will dine, 
You will eat your fill of Matza, 
You will drink four cups of wine."

Now this father had no daughters, 
But his sons, they numbered four. 
One was wise and one was wicked. 
One was simple and a bore.

But the fourth was sweet and winsome. 
He was young and he was small. 
While his brothers asked the questions 
He could barely speak at all.

Said the wise son to his father, 
"Will you please explain the laws 
Of the customs of the Seder? 
Will you please explain the cause?”

And the father proudly answered, 
"Cause our forefathers ate in speed, 
Ate the Paschal lamb ‘ere midnight 
And from slavery they were freed.”

Then did sneer the son so wicked, 
"What does all this mean to YOU?" 
And the father's voice was bitter  
As his grief and anger grew.

"If YOURSELF you don't consider 
As a son of Is-ra-el, 
Then for you this has no meaning; 
You could be a slave as well.”

Then the simple son said softly, 
"What is this?" And quietly, 
The good father told his offspring, 
"We were freed from slavery.”

But the youngest son was silent, 
For he could not ask at all, 
And his eyes were bright with wonder 
As he sat and heard it all.

So dear children, heed the lesson, 
And remember evermore, 

What the father told his children, 
Told his sons that numbered four.


It would suffice us (Dayenu)

(The earliest full text of this song occurs in 
the first medieval haggadah, which is part of 
the ninth-century Seder Rav Amram). After 
every recitation, say "It would suffice us!"

How many are the goodly favors for which 
we are indebted to the All-Including!

Had He taken us out of Egypt, and not 
wreaked judgments upon them,

Had He wreaked judgments upon them, and 
not upon their gods,

Had He wreaked judgments upon their gods, 
and not killed their firstborn,

Had He killed their firstborn, and not given us 
their riches,

Had He given us their riches, and not split 
the sea for us,

Had He split the sea for us, and not let us 
pass through it in the dry,

Had He let us pass through it in the dry, and 
not sunk our foes in it,

Had He sunk our foes in it, and not satisfied 
our needs in the desert for 40 years,

Had He satisfied our needs in the desert for 
40 years, and not fed us on manna,

Had He fed us on manna, and not given us 
the Sabbath,

Had He given us the Sabbath, and not 
brought us near Him at Mount Sinai,

Had He brought us near Him at Mount Sinai, 
and had not given us the Torah,

Had He given us the Torah, and not brought 
us into the land of Israel,

Had me brought us into the land of Israel, 
and had not built for us the Chosen House, 
the Holy Temple.
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How much greater then is our indebtedness 
to the All-Including for the multiple and 
manifold good He has given us! For He took 
us out of Egypt, and wreaked judgments 
upon them and upon their gods, and killed 
their firstborn, and gave us their riches, and 
split the sea for us, and let us pass through it 
in the dry, and sank our foes in it, and 
satisfied our needs in the desert for forty 
years, and fed us on manna, and gave us the 
Sabbath, and brought us near Him at Mount 
Sinai, and gave us the Torah, and brought us 
into the land of Israel, and built for us the 
Chosen House to atone for all our iniquities. 


Who Knows One? (optional)

(Echad Mi Yodea is believed to have 
originated in Germany in the 15th century)  
Each verse is recited with a single breath!!

 
Who knows one?  
I know one.  
One is our God, in the heavens and the 
earth. 
 
Who knows two?  
I know two.  
Two are the Tablets of the Covenant ;  1

One is our God, in the heavens and the 
earth. 
 
Who knows three?  
I know three. 
Three are the Fathers;  2

Two are the tablets of the covenant;  
One is our God, in the heavens and the 

earth. 
 
Who knows four?  
I know four.  
Four are the Mothers;  3

Three are the Fathers;  
Two are the tablets of the covenant;  
One is our God, in the heavens and the 
earth.

 
Who knows five?  
I know five.  
Five are the books of the Tor-ah ;  4

Four are the Mothers;  
Three are the Fathers;  
Two are the tablets of the covenant;  
One is our God, in the heavens and the 
earth.

 
Who knows six?  
I know six.  
Six are the books of the Mish-nah ;  5

Five are the books of the Tor-ah;  
Four are the Mothers;  
Three are the Fathers;  
Two are the tablets of the covenant;  
One is our God, in the heavens and the 
earth.

 
Who knows seven?  
I know seven.  
Seven are the days of the Sabbath-count;  
Six are the books of the Mish-nah;  
Five are the books of the Tor-ah;  
Four are the Mothers;  
Three are the Fathers;  

 Moses held the two tablets on which God wrote the Ten commandments.1

 Fathers: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.2

 Mothers: Rachel, Leah, Bilhah and Zilpah.3

 Books of the Torah: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.4

 Books of the Mishna: Seeds, Appointments, Women, Moral laws, Civil Laws and Purity.5
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Two are the tablets of the covenant;  
One is our God, in the heavens and the 
earth.

 
Who knows eight?  
I know eight.  
Eight are the days of circumcision;  
Seven are the days of the Sabbath-count;  
Six are the books of the Mish-nah;  
Five are the books of the Tor-ah;  
Four are the Mothers;  
Three are the Fathers;  
Two are the tablets of the covenant;  
One is our God, in the heavens and the 
earth.

 
Who knows nine?  
I know nine.  
Nine are the months of pregnancy;  
Eight are the days of circumcision;  
Seven are the days of the Sabbath-count;  
Six are the books of the Mish-nah;  
Five are the books of the Tor-ah;  
Four are the Mothers;  
Three are the Fathers;  
Two are the tablets of the covenant;  
One is our God, in the heavens and the 
earth.

 
Who knows ten?  
I know ten.  
Ten are the Ten Commandments ;  6

Nine are the months of pregnancy;  
Eight are the days of circumcision;  
Seven are the days of the Sabbath-count;  
Six are the books of the Mish-nah;  
Five are the books of the Tor-ah;  
Four are the Mothers;  
Three are the Fathers;  

Two are the tablets of the covenant; 
One is our God, in the heavens and the 
earth.

 
Who knows eleven?  
I know eleven.  
Eleven are the stars of Joseph's dream;  
Ten are the Ten Commandments;  
Nine are the months of pregnancy;  
Eight are the days of circumcision;  
Seven are the days of the Sabbath-count;  
Six are the books of the Mish-nah;  
Five are the books of the Tor-ah;  
Four are the Mothers;  
Three are the Fathers;  
Two are the tablets of the covenant;  
One is our God, in the heavens and the 
earth.

 
Who knows twelve?  
I know twelve.  
Twelve are the tribes of Israel ;  7

Eleven are the stars of Joseph's dream;  
Ten are the Ten Commandments;  
Nine are the months of pregnancy;  
Eight are the days of circumcision;  
Seven are the days of the Sabbath-count;  
Six are the books of the Mish-nah;  
Five are the books of the Tor-ah;  
Four are the Mothers;  
Three are the Fathers;  
Two are the tablets of the covenant;  
One is our God, in the heavens and the 
earth.

 
Who knows thirteen?  
I know thirteen.  

 Exodus 206

 Twelve tribes of Israel (sons of Jacob): Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, 7

Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and Benjamin. Joseph is split into the half-tribes of Ephraim 
and Manasseh.
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Thirteen are the attributes of divinity ;  8

Twelve are the tribes of Israel;  
Eleven are the stars of Joseph's dream;  
Ten are the Ten Commandments;  
Nine are the months of pregnancy;  
Eight are the days of circumcision;  
Seven are the days of the Sabbath-count;  
Six are the books of the Mish-nah;  
Five are the books of the Tor-ah;  
Four are the Mothers;  
Three are the Fathers;  
Two are the tablets of the covenant;  
One is our God, in the heavens and the 
earth!!!


One Kid (Chad Gadya) (optional)

First appeared in a Haggadah printed in 
Prague in 1590, which makes this the most 
recent inclusion in the traditional Passover 
seder liturgy. Fun, it also has historical 
significance that is worth researching, if you 
are so inclined.

DO EACH VERSE IN A SINGLE BREATH!

 
One kid, one kid  
That my father bought for two zuzim  
One kid, one kid!  
 
Then came a cat  
And ate the kid  
That my father bought for two zuzim  
One kid, one kid!  
 
Then came a dog  
And bit the cat  
That ate the kid  
That my father bought for two zuzim  

One kid, one kid!  
 
Then came a stick  
And beat the dog  
That bit the cat  
That ate the kid  
That my father bought for two zuzim  
One kid, one kid!  
 
Then came a fire  
And burned the stick  
That beat the dog  
That bit the cat  
That ate the kid  
That my father bought for two zuzim  
One kid, one kid!  
 
Then came water  
And quenched the fire  
That burned the stick  
That beat the dog  
That bit the cat  
That ate the kid  
That my father bought for two zuzim  
One kid, one kid!  
 
Then came an ox  
And drank the water  
That quenched the fire  
That burned the stick  
That beat the dog  
That bit the cat  
That ate the kid  
That my father bought for two zuzim  
One kid, one kid!

 
Then came a butcher  
And butchered the ox  
That drank the water  

 Thirteen attributes of Divinity: 1) Eternal, 2) Merciful to grant resistance to temptations, 3) 8

Merciful to preserve the righteous, 4) Merciful in lessening temptation, 5) Compassionate, Slow 
to anger, 7) Abundant in kindness, 8) Truth - fulfills promises, 9) Preserver of kindness for 
thousands of generations, 10) Forgiver of iniquity (due to lust or desire), 11) Forgiver of 
transgression (defying God), 12) Forgiver of sin (unintentional), 13) He who erases and does not 
erase (penitent / impenitent) - Exodus 34:6-7
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That quenched the fire  
That burned the stick  
That beat the dog  
That bit the cat  
That ate the kid  
That my father bought for two zuzim  
One kid, one kid!  
 
Then came the angel of death  
And killed the butcher  
That butchered the ox  
That drank the water  
That quenched the fire  
That burned the stick  
That beat the dog  
That bit the cat  
That ate the kid  
That my father bought for two zuzim  
One kid, one kid!  
 
Then the Holy One, Blessed be He  
Came and killed the angel of death  
That killed the butcher  
That butchered the ox  
That drank the water  
That quenched the fire  
That burned the stick  
That beat the dog  
That bit the cat  
That ate the kid  
That my father bought for two zuzim  
One kid, one kid!

Now breathe!!!!!!


Optional Readings: 
• Numbers 28:16-25

• The Song of Solomon (all 8 chapters) is 

read on the intervening Sabbath.

• New Testament References: Mark 14, 

John 13, Acts 2:9-10, John 19:36, 
Matthew 26, John 1:29, I Corinthians 
5:7-8, I Peter 1:19, Luke 22, Revelation 
5:6, I Corinthians 11:17-34


• Passover-Related Scriptures in the 
Gospels: Matthew 19:1 - 28:15, Luke 
17:11 - 24:35, Mark 10:32 - 16:13, John 
11:1 - 20:25 (Also: John 2:13 - 3:2, John 
6:4, Luke 2:41 - 53)


• Exodus 12:21 - 13:16 and Numbers 
28:16-25


• Haftarah: Joshua 5:2 - 6:1

• Exodus 22:24 - 23:19, Leviticus 22:26 - 

23:44 and Numbers 28:16-25

• Haftarah: II Kings 23:1 - 23:9; 23:21 - 

23:25

• Exodus 34:1 - 34:26

• Numbers 9:1-14 and Numbers 28:19-25

• Exodus 33:12 - 34:26 and Numbers 

28:19-25

• Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:1 - 37:14

• Exodus 13:17 - 15:26 and Numbers 

28:19 - 28:25

• Haftarah: II Samuel 22:1-51

• Deuteronomy 15:19 - 16:17 and 

Numbers 28:19 - 28:25

• Haftarah: Isaiah 10:32 - 12:6

• Deuteronomy 14:22 - 16:17 and 

Numbers 28:19 - 28:25

• The Song of Solomon (all 8 chapters) is 

read on the intervening Sabbath.

• New Testament References: Mark 14, 

John 13, Acts 2:9-10, John 19:36, 
Matthew 26, John 1:29, I Corinthians 
5:7-8, I Peter 1:19, Luke 22, Revelation 
5:6, I Corinthians 11:17-34


• Passover-Related Scriptures in the 
Gospels: Matthew 19:1 - 28:15, Luke 
17:11 - 24:35, Mark 10:32 - 16:13, John 
11:1 - 20:25 (Also: John 2:13 - 3:2, John 
6:4, Luke 2:41 - 53)


• The cups of wine on this site: https://
www.torahresource.com/pdf-articles/the-
four-cups.pdf
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